Joint Resolution by the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro MPO and Capital Area MPO to Exempt Expenditures Associated with Repairs to I-40 from NC 147 to        US 15-501 from the Equity Formula

WHEREAS, I-40 was recently widened from four to six lanes between NC 147 and US 15-501 at a cost of $44.8 million to relieve traffic congestion in south Durham; and

WHEREAS, during the three year construction period motorists traveling on I-40 endured lane closures, ramp closures, detours, increased delays and an increase in the number of traffic accidents; and

WHEREAS, concrete failures on the original four lanes of I-40 began to appear in 2005 shortly after the widening work was completed; and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the concrete problems are due to the failure to provide appropriate expansion joints in the three inch concrete overlay applied to the original four lanes on I-40; and

WHEREAS, the repairs to correct the concrete failures on I-40 will involve removing the three inch concrete overlay from the four original lanes of I-40 between NC 147 and US 15-501 (two outer lanes in each direction) and replacing this concrete with asphalt; and
WHEREAS, under a settlement agreement the original contractor, Granite Construction Company, will repair approximately three lane miles of the damaged concrete in the fall of 2006 and NCDOT will be responsible for repairing the remaining 37 lane miles of damaged concrete at a later date (this work is expected to occur in 2007 and 2008); and

WHEREAS, the cost to repair the 37 lane miles for which NCDOT has assumed responsibility is estimated at $18.6 million; and

WHEREAS, the concrete pavement was expected to last 30 years and the asphalt pavement is expected to last approximately 10 years; and

WHEREAS, motorists traveling on I-40 have once again had to endure significant delays this fall associated with Granite Construction Company’s repair work for the three lane miles for which they are responsible even though this repair work has been limited to weekends; and

WHEREAS, once again Triangle citizens and others traveling on I-40 will have to endure the frustration and countless hours of delay associated with the repair of the remaining 37 lane miles of I-40 between NC 147 and US 15-501; and

WHEREAS, sufficient revenue is not currently anticipated to keep up with the growing needs and demand for transportation improvements in the Triangle; and

WHEREAS, Division 5 (and the Triangle in particular) has experienced a nearly $350 million reduction of funds available in the 2006-2012 TIP to “repay” the advancement of funds to accelerate the construction of a project in the Triangle; and
WHEREAS, Division 5 and citizens in the Triangle should not have to bear the cost of the $18.6 million in repairs to I-40 caused by the mistakes of others and have other critical transportation improvements delayed as a result.

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Transportation Advisory Committees of the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro Metropolitan Planning Organization and the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization that the costs associated with repairs to I-40 between NC 147 and US 15-501 (estimated at $18.6 million) be exempted from the State’s Equity Formula.

This the 29th day of November, 2006.
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