
Mark Richardson 
105 N. Selma Rd. 

Wendell, NC 27591 
mrichardson@pmfweb.com

 
August 24th, 2006 
 
To: Capital Area MPO 
Re: Proposed LRTP/Southern Wendell Bypass Amendment 
 
 
CAMPO staff and TAC board members, 
 
First, let me thank you for your attention and the opportunity to voice our concerns at the 
August 16th public hearing. It has occurred to me since that time that while many facts 
have been presented regarding each road alignment under consideration, there is still a 
lack of a ‘real-world’ summary of the impact of each option. That’s a void which I’ll 
attempt to fill here. I’d like to look at each alignment and, based on the information 
presented so far (and verifiable through the public information packet); analyze the 
outcome and its affect on the community, environment, and local economy. 
 
Richardson Road (proposed alignment):
 
Community Impact: Based on NCDOT’s stated requirements for this road, a 50mph 
design speed will need to be met. This will necessitate realigning the existing road 
slightly to the south and result in ‘total takes’ of all 5 existing parcels of land (2 acres or 
less) on the south side of the road. This will require moving or destroying 4 homes. 3 of 
these homes are currently occupied and the other is of historical significance. A fifth 
home, located near the intersection of Martin Pond and Richardson Roads will, in all 
likelihood, suffer significant structural damage from the rock blasting needed to grade 
that intersection during “improvements”. All of these impacts will be felt immediately, 
during phase 1 of construction. 
 
The residents along Poole Road and Jordan Cabin Road who support this alignment will 
not be negatively affected by this road construction, but when Poole Road is widened (as 
has been planned since 1991), their land will be acquired for right-of-way and their septic 
systems and wells will need to be moved anyway. 
 
Environmental Impact: The two streams that would be avoided by choosing this route 
will be crossed by a secondary street based on Mercury Development’s PUD. Similarly, 
the benefits of any suggested ‘open space’ or ‘water run-off’ conservation will be negated 
once the Wendell Falls community is built, introducing 4,000 homes and hundreds of 
acres of asphalt and concrete to currently open fields and woods. 
 
Economic Impact: The Town of Wendell will benefit from the direct access provided by 
this road to the thousands of future residents of Wendell Falls. They will also experience 
needed relief on Wendell Blvd by providing commuters with a secondary option to 
access the 64 bypass. (*Please note these benefits compared to the ones below) 
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Hybrid Route:
 
This option was presented to Mercury Development as a compromise between the 
adopted and proposed routes. The developer has been quoted as considering this option 
less desirable than the others, so almost no information has been made available 
regarding the impacts of this route. 
 
LRTP Adopted Alignment: 
 
Community Impact: Phase 1 of this alignment falls almost entirely within the 
developer’s land, so it’s possible to construct this portion with no direct community 
impact. The residents along Poole Road and Jordan Cabin Road will not have any land 
acquired for right-of way until the bypass is extended during phase 2 (probably 20-30 
years from now). As noted above, Poole Road is scheduled to be widened by NCDOT, 
independent of this project, so it’s possible that they could be affected prior to the bypass’ 
extension, but by an entirely different project. 
 
(As a bonus, 4-5 homes are saved along Richardson Road) 
 
Environmental Impact: The ultimate environmental impact of this alignment is almost 
identical to that of the Richardson Road alignment, given the nature of the pending 
development. As stated above, while one more stream is crossed with this alignment, any 
environmental gains based on road placement are dwarfed by the losses attributed to a 
4,000 home development.  
 
Economic Impact: The Town of Wendell will benefit from the direct access provided by 
this road to the thousands of future residents of Wendell Falls. They will also experience 
needed relief on Wendell Blvd by providing commuters with a secondary option to 
access the 64 bypass. This road is only ½ mile further from the limits of the existing 
town. The developer stated during the public hearing that this development will still be 
built if this road alignment is upheld, providing Wendell with a sizable increase in tax 
base and local commerce. 
 
Conclusion: Given that the environmental and economic impacts of these options are 
identical, this decision really hinges on the differences in human impact. The Richardson 
Road alignment will require destroying or moving 4-5 homes in the immediate future. 
The adopted (southern) alignment can be constructed with no human impact during phase 
1 and without additional impact during its extension, given current plans to widen Poole 
Road anyway. While I’m formally opposed to the Richardson Road alignment, I hope 
that I’ve made it clear why this is the case. I believe that your decision will be much 
easier when based on these facts. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
 
 
Mark Richardson 









Wilson, Diane 

From: Rick Walton [rwalton@us.ibm.com]

Sent: Friday, August 25, 2006 5:25 PM

To: Wilson, Diane

Subject: Comments on Southern Wendell Bypass

8/28/2006

 
I am a resident of Tanners Creek and I oppose the  proposed realignment of the Southern Wendell Bypass to Richardson Road. 
I have attended all the public hearings but was really shocked during the August 16 TAC Meeting at the Wendell Community 
Center to see how devious Mercury development is. It is obvious to me that  Mercury development is clearly driving this issue for 
their own benefit, not the community's. First, they tricked the Town of  Wendell  into putting their support in writing. This clearly 
shows the town did not do their homework. Now it's too late for them to back down. They then used this document to try to trick 
the homeowners along Richardson road into selling their land, by implying that the Town supported the proposal and it was a 
done deal. When that didn't work they went door to door along Poole road spreading fear and false information to get our 
neighbors on Poole road to support their Proposal. This is underhanded and despicable. How dumb do they think we are? 
Obviously not too dumb  based on the comments made during the meeting, where many of my neighbors spoke and are feeling 
the same way. We can see through the divisiveness. I hope you can too.  
 
To date there has not been a good, valid reason given to change the already adopted southern route. The developer has 
claimed environmental reasons and that this is the best thing for the town, but suddenly plays dumb when you press him to 
explain. The best reason I have heard is from the residents who have property along the southern route that will be adversely 
affected. I do not wish to see them impacted any more than the people along Richardson road, but I do not think this change 
should be made to benefit the developer.  
 
The Richardson road proposal will force many people from their homes, divide the Richardson Family's farm and impact their 
livelihood and destroy the property values of the property owners in Wiley Oaks and Tanners Creek. There is no benefit to 
anyone in the community.  
 
Now the developer has stooped so low as to try to turn neighbor against neighbor. The only beneficiary is the developer who will 
take the money and run once he has finished adding 4,000 homes and turning our rural lifestyle into another gridlocked bedroom 
community for RTP.    
 
I don't think the CAMPO should make a quick decision on this. Perhaps there is a better way to route traffic that will truly benefit 
the community and not just the developer.  
 
Thanks, 
Rick Walton    
6712 Latigo Lane (Tanners Creek)      



Wilson, Diane 

From: Ruth Walton [waltonr@us.ibm.com]

Sent: Friday, August 25, 2006 4:54 PM

To: Wilson, Diane

Subject: Fw: Comments on Wendell Bypass

8/28/2006

I purchased a home in Tanner's Creek off Poole Road in Wendell and have been involved in the many discussions and 
meetings on the proposed realignment of the Southern Wendell Bypass to Richardson Road. This proposed 
realignment will affect me personally because the road will be in my backyard. After having attended every 
meeting on this realignment, I would like to state my position: 

I am opposed to this realignment.  
I DO NOT see any reason for the realignment to be changed from the approved plan.  
The reasons given for this change do not provide a justification for changing the approved plan.  
Providing access from Johnston County to Wendell adds no value to Wendell or Wake County residents and 
this should not be a factor in this decision.  
The impact study shows that more families will be affected by the proposed Richardson Road realignment - 
then why would we make this change?  
The impact study does not show analysis of the families that will not have land or homes taken, but properties 
devalued!  
The Board in Wendell claims that this proposed realignment will help the Wendell businesses - this in fact will 
skirt travelers around Wendell not bring them to Wendell. 

 
I see absolutely no advantage or reason to change the current approved plan and respectively request that you take the 
above factors into consideration as you make a decision on this important topic. Thank you. 
 
Arlene Bryans 
11124 Branding Iron Place 
Wendell, NC 27591 
919-366-0578 



Wilson, Diane 

From: Ruth Walton [waltonr@us.ibm.com]

Sent: Friday, August 25, 2006 4:48 PM

To: Wilson, Diane

Subject: Comments on Southern Wendell Bypass

8/28/2006

I recently built a home in Tanner's Creek off Poole Road in Wendell and have been involved in the many discussions 
and meetings on the proposed realignment of the Southern Wendell Bypass to Richardson Road. I am quite frankly 
very upset that one month after having built a new home learned about this proposed change to the bypass. After 
having attended every meeting on this realignment, I would like to state my position: 

I am opposed to this realignment.  
I DO NOT see any reason for the realignment to be changed from the approved plan.  
The reasons given for this change do not provide a justification for changing the approved plan.  
Providing access from Johnston County to Wendell adds no value to Wendell or Wake County residents and 
this should not be a factor in this decision.  
The impact study shows that more families will be affected by the proposed Richardson Road realignment - 
then why would we make this change?  
The impact study does not show analysis of the families that will not have land or homes taken, but properties 
devalued!  
The Board in Wendell claims that this proposed realignment will help the Wendell businesses - this in fact will 
skirt travelers around Wendell not bring them to Wendell.  
It was very obvious to me that Mercury Development contacted residents before the Campo meeting to 
persuade them to attend the meeting in support of their proposed realignment. I also feel that Mercury would 
like to make this change because the cost to them will be less and will impact less of their land with the 
proposed plan.  
This entire process was not handled in a professional manner - from the fact that the Town of Wendell had an 
opportunity to vote on an issue without first notifying affected residents and requesting a public comment 
period to the way Mercury Development has handled this entire situation. 

 
I see absolutely no advantage or reason to change the current approved plan and respectively request that you take the 
above factors into consideration as you make a decision on this important topic. Thank you. 
 
Ruth Walton 
6712 Latigo Lane 
Wendell NC 27591 
919-366-0636 



Date:  August 24, 2006 
 
To:   Capital Area MPO and TAC members 
 
From:  Donnie, Wendy, Tommy and Amanda Richardson 
  1017 Lake Glad Rd 
  Wendell, NC 
 
Subject: Wendell Falls Parkway 
 
   
 
First, I’d like to thank all the members of the TAC that were present at the recent Public 
Hearing in Wendell. I’d also like to thank all the employees of the CAMPO group. I 
realize that being a public servant is a thankless job, but the folks at CAMPO have really 
impressed everyone I’ve spoken to, including my family, friends, and neighbors. 
 
As you can probably tell, just by reading my name, I am 100% against the proposed 
realignment of the Wendell Falls Parkway from the original, approved Southern 
alignment to upgrade Richardson Road from a dirt road to a 4 lane, divided facility. 
Please do not assume that it’s entirely for the reasons you’ve probably heard a hundred 
times before. I admit I have a tremendous amount of history on Richardson Road, 
including the fact that my brother and I were raised there, my son was raised there, my 
recently deceased parents built their lives there, many of my relatives currently reside 
there and I still return there to reminisce, hunt, and visit with my family. One day, I will 
inherit land on Richardson Road from my Grandparents, and I hope to pass that history 
and inheritance on to both of my children. 
 
Like I mentioned, you’ve probably heard that a hundred times already. The point I’d like 
to bring up with this letter is how the shifting of the road idea came about to get this far in 
the process. Wendell Mayor Tim Hinnant called this design, “Barney Fife and Floyd the 
barber designing roads” and followed that statement with, “ The town of Wendell needs 
to rethink backing this proposal if it’s going to force this many people to relocate”. Please 
bear in mind that Mayor Hinnant is a Highway Safety Specialist for the Governor’s 
Highway Safety Program.   
 
On the other side of this debate is Bill Connolly. In his best engineering judgement, he 
made the following statement,” I only support this proposal because it allows folks 
coming from Raleigh to make a right turn into Central church and that’s a safer move 
than turning left”. Now, if Mr. Connolly is so interested in the church members’ safety, 
why isn’t he interested in them turning left to go home after church? Does he even attend 
this church? Is there currently a problem with folks coming from Raleigh turning left into 
the church parking lot? How do the Pastor and Deacon board feel about Mr. Connolly’s 
statements?  
 



There are many other instances of apparent impropriety, like the Wendell town employee 
that told Jerry Richardson, “We’re going to win. You’d better make a deal with Mercury 
while you still have a chance” or the unnamed individuals that canvassed Jordan Cabin 
Road informing residents that DOT was going to take their house if they didn’t speak out 
in favor of the realignment at the next public hearing. 
 
Many individuals, that have no stake either way in the road’s alignment, have spoken out 
in favor of the Richardson Road shift at public hearings, including Wendell town 
employees and local business leaders. I can’t help but wonder why. Is there a hidden 
agenda? Are their some “back door” dealings going on? I can’t answer those questions, 
but I’ve spoken with a few real estate brokers and they’ve all told me the same thing: The 
only reason Mercury wants to move this road is to save/make money! Mr. Ferguson has 
told numerous people that his plan is to start this development, make as much as possible, 
sell out to another developer, and leave to start another one. In his own words, “I’m a 
businessman”. Mr. Ferguson nor Mercury are interested in serving the motoring public or 
our little community, which brings me to the reason for this letter. 
 
You are challenged with serving the communities involved. You can speak for the little 
guy. You have the power to put the bullies in their places. Don’t bow down to a big 
pocketed developer that has only himself and his business in mind. 
 
Please keep in mind one thing: If he wins this one, he becomes more powerful. Not much 
is stopping him from coming to your town and stirring up the same kind of trouble he has 
done here. As my pastor has said many times from the pulpit, “the love of money is the 
root of all evil”. I only ask that you take into account what is at stake and do what is best 
for the public. 
 
Again, thanks to all the public servants involved in this process and, with God’s grace, 
peace will resume to our little community soon. 



 

To:  The Capital Area MPO 
 
Fm:  Jerry Richardson 
 
Re:  August 16th Public Hearing 
 
Date:  August 23, 2006 
 
 
In the wake of last Wednesday’s public hearing concerning Mercury Development’s 
proposal to amend the 2030 Long Range Transportation Plan, it has become apparent to 
me that there are some key issues that need to be emphasized: 
 
Effects of Adopted LRTP Alignment on Poole Road: 

• Poole Road is presently planned to be widened to a four-lane road independent of 
plans for the Southern Wendell Bypass (source: Memorandum from CAMPO 
staff, RE: Wendell Falls Development, www.campo-
nc.us/Public_Involement/LRTP_Amendment_Public_Info_Packet.htm). 

• Engineers from NCDOT do not anticipate improvements to Poole Road near the 
intersection of Jordan Cabin Road due to the Wendell Falls Development since it 
is approximately 1800’ east of the Martin Pond/Poole Road intersection.  Most of 
the improvements made to Poole Road at this intersection will be on land that the 
developer controls (source: E-mail from Chris Haire, subject: Southern Wendell 
Bypass/Knightdale-Eagle Rock Rd Extension Alignment, www.campo-
nc.us/TAC_Agenda/2006/Agenda-TAC-2006-08-16.htm, Attachment 6A). 

 
NCDOT Engineers v/s Mercury Development on Richardson Road Design: 

• Initial roadway designs submitted by Mercury Development are for a 35 mph 
design speed (source: Wendell Falls Parkway Alternatives Analysis, Prepared by 
CAMPO Staff, www.campo-nc.us/TAC_Agenda/2006/Agenda-TAC-2006-08-
16.htm, attachment 6C). 

• Mercury Development will be required by NCDOT to upgrade the Richardson 
Road segment to a 50 mph design speed since the current alignment is 
unacceptable to the department.  This upgrade will require total takes on all 5 
parcels approximately 2 acres or less on the south side of Richardson Road and 
additional land for right-of way from non-occupied farmland (source: E-mail from 
Chris Haire, subject: Southern Wendell Bypass/Knightdale-Eagle Rock Rd 
Extension Alignment, www.campo-nc.us/TAC_Agenda/2006/Agenda-TAC-
2006-08-16.htm, Attachment 6A). 

• It has been portrayed on numerous occasions (in public hearings, newspaper 
articles and private conversations) by the developer that the 35 mph design plan 
and it’s associated property needs would be adequate for the proposal.  The 
Richardson Road community is now finding out that these designs are not 
acceptable to NCDOT and impacts to property will be much greater. 

• It has been stated by NCDOT engineers “if the Department (NCDOT) was 
designing and constructing this project and it had to go through all of the stake 



 

holders, the alignment that would most likely be chosen would be the LRTP 
alignment, Hybrid alignment or a slight variation thereof.”  The engineer goes on 
to state “Even if the property owners who live on Richardson Road wanted the 
Richardson Road alignment I think the better alignment would be the LRTP, 
Hybrid or a variation” (source: E-mail from Chris Haire, to Diane Wilson, 
subject: information, www.campo-nc.us/TAC_Agenda/2006/Agenda-TAC-2006-
08-16.htm, Attachment 6A). 

 
Environmental Impacts: 

• It has been stated by the developer that one justification for this proposal is to 
lessen environmental impacts by avoiding two stream crossings (source: 
Mercury Development LRTP-Richardson Road Alignment Comparison, 
www.campo-nc.us/TAC_Agenda/2006/Agenda-TAC-2006-08-16.htm , 
attachment 6B). 

• The developer plans to cross these two streams during future “collector road” 
construction, thus negating any gains in stream, stream buffer and wetland 
conservation (source: Wendell Falls Master Plan, www.campo-
nc.us/Public_Involement/LRTP_Amendment_Public_Info_Packet.htm) . 

 
Hybrid Alignment: 

• While this alignment does not structurally impact any homes, it potentially 
compromises area land and home owners by requiring the purchase or 
condemnation of privately owned land during the first phase of construction. 

• This route draws the intersection of the Southern Wendell Bypass and Poole 
Road closer to several existing homeowners along Poole Road and the 
intersection of Jordan Cabin Road and Poole Road. 

• This route crosses only one less stream than the Adopted LRTP Alignment 
(source: Wendell Falls Parkway Alternatives Analysis, Prepared by CAMPO 
Staff, www.campo-nc.us/TAC_Agenda/2006/Agenda-TAC-2006-08-16.htm, 
attachment 6C). 

• Ultimately, there would be no stream, stream buffer and wetland conservation 
achieved by this route due to future road construction within the development 
(see “Environmental Impacts” above). 

 
Conclusion:  Given the additional information provided by the CAMPO staff, comments 
provided by roadway design engineers from NCDOT and the high level of impact that the 
three routes will have on the existing Richardson Road and Poole Road areas, it is still 
my opinion that the Adopted LRTP alignment will be the best route to satisfy all parties 
involved and affected by the construction of the interchange.  With this alignment, the 
developer gains access for the Wendell Falls Subdivision to the US 64 Bypass (which 
makes the entire development more marketable and valuable), the Town of Wendell gets 
a direct route from the 64 Bypass into town (to alleviate traffic on Wendell Boulevard 
and boost local economy), CAMPO and NCDOT get the first leg of the Southern 
Wendell Bypass built prematurely with private funding, and the surrounding community 
will be least affected.      
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Wilson, Diane

From: Jerry and Paige Richardson [jerryandpaige@bellsouth.net]
Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2006 12:24 PM
To: Wilson, Diane
Cc: Jerry and Paige Richardson; Mark Richardson; Gene Richardson
Subject: Richardson Road Proposal-1801 Martin Pond Road

To: Capital Area MPO

From: Clarence and Ruby Richardson (written by Jerry Richardson)

Subject: Home Located at 1801 Martin Pond Road

This message is written by request of Clarence and Ruby Richardson by  
Jerry Richardson.

Another issue that has not been resolved regarding the Mercury  
Development Proposal to realign the Southern Wendell Bypass with  
Richardson Road is the effects of road construction on the residence  
owned by Clarence and Ruby Richardson at 1801 Martin Pond Road.  This  
home stands approximately 70 yards away from the intersection of  
Martin Pond Road and Richardson Road.  Due to the rocky substrate  
underlying this intersection, it is suspected that techniques such as  
dynamite blasting will have to be used to grade the hill if the  
proposal is accepted.  From information provided by Mercury  
Development in their LRTP-Richardson Road Comparison (proposed  
profile improvements), it can be seen that this hill will have to be  
graded substantially.  Also, it has become known that this design has  
not been accepted by NCDOT and that there is a possibility that this  
intersection may have to be graded down even further to meet NCDOT  
design specifications.  If blasting or other techniques are used in  
the "improvement" of this intersection, this brick home will not  
structurally withstand the impacts.  This would cause an additional  
displacement of a home that has been occupied by an elderly couple of  
more than 50 years.  They feel that this possibility has not been  
reasonably considered and would like to bring this situation to the  
attention of the Capital Area MPO.

Thank you.



         8/23/2006 
 
Dear CAMPO member, 
 
I am writing you asking for your support in opposing the alignment of Poole Road with 
the Wendell Falls Parkway. I know you have heard many reasons from the Richardson 
family as well as the residents of Poole Road as to why the alignment should go one way 
or the other. I am not going to write about all of the reasons that we heard at the public 
hearing, but I do want to say one thing that I forgot to say when I nervously gave my 
speech.  
 
I have heard people say, “Poole Road is slated to be four lanes anyway”, but plans do 
change and I think the eventual widening of Poole Road would never be justified because 
of the opening of US 264. I have lived on Poole Road for 26 years and I can honestly say 
that, what was once one of the busiest roads in Eastern Wake County before 264 has 
essentially died since 264. I know when DOT surveys the traffic count for Poole Road 
again the numbers will back up what I am saying and what you may already know.  
 
Also, I think the opposition for Poole Road and the opposition for Richardson Road is a 
wash and I hope you will base your decision on the simple facts. The Richardson Road 
alignment will displace fewer families, it utilizes much more existing state roadway, it 
has fewer environmental impacts, it is better for the economic development of Wendell, 
Wendell supports the Richardson alignment and it is economical. Mercury Development 
will incur a major expense by paying for the improvement of Richardson Road and save 
the taxpayers millions of dollars. 
 

Thank you,    
 Eugene and Jennifer East                                  
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Wilson, Diane

From: Millie Alford [mialford@gpi.com]
Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2006 8:22 AM
To: Wilson, Diane
Subject: Richardson Rd

Importance: High

Diane, Please pass this to all who will listen or should.  I
don't know the
e-mail.

My name is Millie Alford.  I live at 6800 Richardson Rd.  I want
to Thank
You all for letting me and the others speak at Wendell Community Center.
I
would like for you all to vote in September AGAINST making Richardson Rd
into a  Main Hwy.  Mercury has not shown us or you the plans that D.O.T.
wants from them.  Like I said at the last Wendell Comm. Center meeting--
We
have 2 established neighborhoods Wiley Oaks and Tanners Creek and
Central
Baptist Church there.  It sounds like the way D.O.T. puts it that my
land
will have 2 roads running through it.  Richardson Rd improvement in
front of
my property and this NEW curving Poole Rd (that we knew nothing about)
coming through the back my land through the middle to meet up with Wiley
Oaks Rd in front of my land.  I have seen no Plans from Greg at Mercury
to
show what D.O.T. wants from him and what he has shown is not up the
standards D.O.T. wants.  I DON'T WANT A NEW AND IMPROVED 2 LANE ROAD IN
FRONT OF MY HOUSE. I THINK IF IT HAS TO BE--- IT SHOULD BE 4 LANE THE
WHOLE
LENGTH OF RICHARDSON RD.  I DON'T WANT TO BE SETTING THERE WITH 2 LANES
KNOWING 4 LANES MIGHT COME ONE DAY WHEN D.O.T GETS THE MONEY--NO ONE
WILL
WANT TO BUY MY PROPERTY KNOWING THAT-------ITS VALUE WILL BE
NOTHING!!!!!!!
I don't see why Mercury doesn't go straight down Martin Pond Rd over
Poole
Rd straight through that land on over to Eagle Rock/Buffalo Rd.  They
would
come out near the T-intersection of Buffalo Rd and Lake Myra Rd. no one
would have to be put out of place then.  Poole Rd. and Martin Pond Rd.
would
be a better place for a hugh intersection, not at Richardson Rd. and
Poole
Rd. with the Church and 2 developments.  I ASK THAT YOU NOT MAKE A
DECISION
AT THE SEPTEMBER MEETING UNTIL Greg at Mercury shows your committee and
all
of us the plans on paper that D.O.T. wants.

Thank you,
Millie Alford
6800 Richardson Rd.
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Wilson, Diane

From: richar16@bellsouth.net
Sent: Wednesday, August 16, 2006 10:47 PM
To: Wilson, Diane
Subject: [Fwd: Richardson Road]

> 
> From: Jean  Richardson <jrichardson@ncfb.net>
> Date: 2006/08/03 Thu AM 09:41:42 EDT
> To: "'Diane.Wilson@ci.raleigh.nc.us'" <Diane.Wilson@ci.raleigh.nc.us>
> CC: "Gene Richardson (E-mail)" <gene-mimi@nc.rr.com>,  
> "Jean Richardson (E-mail)" <richar16@bellsouth.net>
> Subject: Richardson Road
> 
> > Campo, 
> > 
> > We find it totally unacceptable that the town of Wendell and Mercury
> > Development are trying to realign the southern Wendell bypass to
connect
> > with Richardson Road. This alignment will take homes and land that
we and
> > other family members own. My husband and I have waited 30 years to
move to
> > Wendell. We have just built a new house on Richardson Road. We are
looking
> > forward to the peace and quiet and the small town atmosphere. If
this
> > Richardson Rd alignment goes through, that will destroy everything
we had
> > dreamed of. 
> > 
> > We feel that we have been deceived and used by both the town of
Wendell
> > and Mercury Development and that everyone is being pushed to the
side and
> > ignored, all in the name of development and economic gain. If
Mercury
> > wants to build a subdivision, that's fine. But making people that
are not
> > involved lose land and homes due to this is not acceptable. If
Mercury
> > Development is successful in convincing everyone that Richardson
Road is
> > the best option, then we will be forced to take legal action to keep
our
> > property. Our land is not for sell now or in the future. We have
plans to
> > leave this land to our three children. It will be the only thing we
have
> > to give them. 
> > 
> > My husband and I feel  that the original southern route is the most
> > acceptable one and has the least impact on land and people. The
connection
> > could be made at Martin Pond Road and Poole Road  using one traffic
light.
> > Mercury already has purchased the land on 3 of the 4 corners needed
at
> > Martin Pond Road and Poole Road. Mercury keeps saying the
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environmental
> > impact on the land would be less if Richardson Road were used. If
they are
> > so concerned about the environmental impact, they would not be
building a
> > subdivision. 
> > 
> > Again, I would like to state that our land is not for sale. 
> > 
> > Sincerely, 
> > Jean and Danny Richardson
> > 6713 Richardson Rd
> > Wendell, NC 27591
> 
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Wilson, Diane

From: Chris Haire, PE [chaire@dot.state.nc.us]
Sent: Wednesday, August 09, 2006 6:01 PM
To: Wilson, Diane
Cc: Johnson, Ed; Sandy M. Nance; J. Wally Bowman, PE; Art McMillan, PE
Subject: Southern Wendell Bypass/Knightdale-Eagle Rock Rd Extension 

Alignment

Card for Chris 
Haire, PE

Diane:

Thanks for the giving me the revised location of the August 16th
meeting. I noticed CAMPO's web site has been revised to reflect
this change. I will not be able to attend, but should have
someone from our office in attendance. I think other
representatives of the Department will also be in attendance. The
question you asked me Monday regarding impacts to properties
fronting Poole Road at Jordan Cabin Road due to Poole Road being
widened in the future is difficult to determine without detailed
survey information. My understanding is Poole Road is currently a
road determined by CAMPO needed to be upgraded to a multilane
facility independent of the Wendell Falls Project and independent
of the future Southern Wendell Bypass. Improvements to this
section of Poole Road will most likely not occur until the future
Wendell Bypass is constructed, that is if the TAC votes to
approve the Southern Wendell Bypass with the LRTP alignment or
until the entire Poole Road is upgraded to a multilane facility.
I do not anticipate improvements to this section of Poole Road
due to Wendell Falls Development since it is approximately 1800'
East of the Martin Pond Road/ Poole Road intersection. If the TAC
votes to approve the LRTP alignment as the future Southern
Wendell Bypass most of the improvements will be on property the
Developer controls. The Martin Pond Road/Poole Road intersection
will need to be realigned to create a four legged intersection.
Improvements to this intersection will be determined by a
Department approved T.I.A. (Traffic Impact Analysis).

If the TAC votes to approve the Richardson Road alignment as the
future Southern Wendell Bypass then the current Developer will be
required by the Department to upgrade existing Richardson Road
between Martin Pond Road and Poole Road to a 50 mph design speed
for horizontal and vertical alignment since the current
Richardson Road alignment is unacceptable to the Department. The
laneage for this section of road will be determined by a
Department approved T.I.A. provided by the Developer. All
proposed Richardson Road alignment designs to this date provided
by the Developer and the ones currently shown on CAMPO's web site
do not meet a 50 mph design speed since they all show matching
the existing  Richardson Road alignment. I do not think it has
been properly conveyed to property owners along Richardson Road
that the existing Richardson Road alignment is unacceptable to
the Department and that it will have to be redesigned to meet a
50 mph design speed.

To get Richardson Road to meet a 50 mph design speed, the
proposed alignment will need to be shifted slightly south of the
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existing alignment and most likely require total takes on all 5
parcels approximately 2 acres or less on the south side of
Richardson Road between Martin Pond Road and Poole Road. The
alignment will need to be such that it will accept a tie in with
the the future Southern Wendell Bypass. Until the Southern
Wendell Bypass is constructed, which is not anticipated within
the next 20 years,  Richardson Road should be aligned so it
curves northeastward into Poole Road as the free flow traffic
movement from the proposed Interchange and continue into Wendell.
The existing Poole Road will need to be realigned to tie across
from Wiley Oaks Drive. Making these improvements to Richardson
Road will require additional right of way. If the Developer is
unable to acquire this property from individual property owners
then the Town of Wendell needs to step forward, annex the
property and acquire the necessary right of way to move this
project forward since they have powers of eminent domain.

Regardless of what alignment the TAC votes to approve as the
Southern Wendell Bypass, it has to meet NCDOT design standards
and specifications. Also, in order for the Developer to begin any
work on NCDOT right of way the Developer has to have the
Department approve the design plans and obtain a Department
approved encroachment agreement.

I hope this helps with the items we discussed. If you have any
additional questions please give me a call at 250-4016.

Thanks,

Chris Haire, PE
Special Design Project Engineer
NCDOT-Roadway Design Unit




