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N.C. Capital Area
Metropolitan Planning
Organization

TRANSPORTATION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

September 20, 2006
4:00 - 6:00 PM
Wake County Commons
4012 Carya Dr.
Raleigh, NC

AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS:

o PROPOSED LONG-RANGE
TRANSPORTATION AMENDMENT -
WENDELL FALLS PARKWAY

o REGIONAL TRANSIT INFRASTRUCTURE
BLUEPRINT

o NORTH CAROLINA TURNPIKE AUTHORITY
DISCUSSION OF MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING

o 2007-2013 STATE TRANSPORTATION
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

THE CAPITAL AREA MPO VISION:
A multi-modal transportation network that is compatible
with our growth, sensitive to the environment, improves quality
of life and is accessible to all (2030 LRTP).

N.C. Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization
The Professional Building - Suite 406
127 West Hargett Street. Raleigh, NC 27601
(919) 807-8500 (Voice), (919) 807-8517 (Facsimile)



N.C. Capital Area
Metropolitan Planning Organization

The Capital Area MPO coordinates transportation planning in Wake County and portions of
Franklin, Granville, Johnston, and Harnett counties. The public is encouraged to speak at
both the Transportation Advisory Committee and the Technical Coordinating Committee
meetings. There is an opportunity for the public to comment on agenda items at the
beginning of each meeting. When speaking please tell us your name and place of residence;

please limit comments to three minutes per speaker.

This agenda and the accompanying attachments can be accessed via the CAMPO website at
WWW.Campo-nc.us.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), accommodations will be
provided for persons requiring assistance in order to participate in the N.C. Capital Area
MPO’s meetings. If such assistance is needed or to request this document in an alternative
format, please contact the MPQ’s office at 919-807-8511 (voice), 919-807-8517 (fax), or 919-
890-3107 (TTY located at City of Raleigh Public Affairs Dept.) at least 72 hours in advance of

the meeting.
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N.C. CAPITAL AREA
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

September 20, 2006
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Wake County Commons Building
4012 Carya Dr

Raleigh, NC
AGENDA
1. Preliminaries
2. Adjustments to the Agenda
3. Public Comments

This is an opportunity for comments by those in attendance on items not on the
agenda. Please limit comments to three minutes for each speaker.

CONSENT AGENDA

All items on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and may be enacted
by one motion. If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be
removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.

4. Approval of Minutes of August 16, 2006 TAC Meeting.

The minutes of the August 16, 2006 TAC meeting, are enclosed as Attachment 4A.

TAC Action: Approval of minutes.

THIS IS THE END OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

REPORTS

5. Consideration of Possible 2030 Long-Range Transportation Plan
Amendment - Southern Wendell Bypass

At the October 6, 2005 TCC meeting information was presented regarding a proposed
development in the Wendell area. The recent completion of US-64/264 (Knightdale)
Bypass has spurred interest in residential and commercial development in eastern
Wake County due to the much-improved travel service and regional access. Mercury
Development and Pulte Homes are proposing a large-scale development, currently in
the planning and design phase, that is expected to include 450,000 square feet of
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commercial space and 4,000 new homes. This proposed development, to be located
east of Lake Myra and north of Poole Road in western Wendell, lies in the path of the
proposed Southern Wendell Bypass, a future roadway shown on the Capital Area MPO
Long-Range Transportation Plan. An alternate roadway alignment, as proposed by
Mercury Development, was determined by MPO staff and the TCC to necessitate an
amendment to the MPO’s current Long-Range Transportation Plan.

Since that time, meetings were held between the MPO staff, representatives of
Mercury Development, the Town of Wendell and NCDOT. A public information
meeting was held on June 6, 2006 to inform landowners who might be affected by
the proposed roadway alignment change and to obtain their feedback. The
developer is required to submit a letter to NCDOT, stating MPO concurrence with the
roadway’s proposed revised alignment.

At the June 21, 2006 TAC meeting, a 45-day public comment period was authorized,
a public hearing was conducted at the August 16, 2006 meeting, and the public
comment period closed on August 25, 2006. Copies of comments received
subsequent to the August 16, 2006 hearing are enclosed as Attachment 5A.

Mercury development will be presenting a complete Traffic Impact Analysis to
NCDOT in the near future. Attachment 5B is the proposed subdivision plan with the
requested LRTP alignment change. Attachment 5C is an alternative subdivision plan
recently provided by the developer showing an alignment consistent with the current
LRTP, in the event the TAC chooses to decline to amend the plan as requested. .

TAC Action: Receive additional comments received subsequent to the August 16,
2006 public hearing and determine option for this proposed amendment. Options
include (but are not necessarily limited to) the following;

A) Conditional approval of the proposed plan amendment based on
information already received. Such approval may need to be
conditioned upon; (1) no significant new issues arising; (2) a successful
air quality conformity determination; and (3) other conditions that TAC
members may deem to be necessary.

B) Denial of the proposed plan amendment based on information
received.
6. Regional Transit Infrastructure Blueprint

Funding exists in the UPWP for creation of a Regional Transit Vision Plan. The
process for developing that plan, now known as the Regional Transit Infrastructure
Blueprint, is underway. The focus being an analysis of land use, travel markets and
transit infrastructure costs within potential transit corridors in the Triangle. This
“blueprint” will serve to provide the region’s leaders with a solid foundation for
discussions on investment priorities.
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On August 18, 2006, the Triangle Transit Authority announced that its bid for federal
New Starts Funding for Phase | of the Regional Rail project would not be pursued at
this time. TTA’s Board of Trustees has requested that the MPO’s (Capital Area and
Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro) take the lead, through their respective LRTP
processes, in setting regional priorities for public transit in the Triangle. The Board
has also indicated a need for expanded public involvement in setting regional transit
priorities.

Attachment 6A provides a project overview and task outline for the Blueprint
project. Attachment 6B, entitled Transit Infrastructure Investment Principles,
describes in greater detail the investment principle development and decision
making processes. Attachment 6C is a two-page summary of the project prepared by
the Triangle J Council of Governments (TJCOG). Enclosed as Attachment 6D is a
memorandum from Mayor Charles Meeker regarding the blueprint. John Hodges-
Copple, of TICOG will present information on this item.

A joint TAC meeting (Capital Area MPO and DCHC MPO) in November at which time
this issue will be discussed.

TAC Action: Receive information on Regional Transit Infrastructure Blueprint for
discussion.

7. NC Turnpike Authority Study Report and Memorandum of Understanding

In December of 2005, mayors of five Wake County towns requested that the North
Carolina Turnpike Authority conduct a financial feasibility study for construction of
the Western and Southern Wake sections of 1-540 as a toll road. At their regularly
scheduled meeting on June 13, 2006, the Turnpike Authority received the
Preliminary Financial Feasibility Study for the Triangle Parkway and the Western and
Southern Wake Parkways. The Executive Summary portion of the report was
presented to the TAC for review at the June 21, 2006 meeting.

The Turnpike Authority’s adopted policy, and recent pending changes in state law,
require MPO support to proceed further with more detailed analyses on these
turnpike projects. Attachment 7A is a copy of a letter from the Capital Area MPO
expressing support, requesting that a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) be
developed and outlining several issues to be addressed in the MOU. Attachment 7B
is the Turnpike Authority’s draft response to the letter requesting MOU development.

TAC member Anne Franklin, on behalf of the TTA Board of Trustees, has requested
that additional items specific to transit be included in the MOU. Attachment 7C is a
document outlining the TTA transit specific requests.
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The NC Turnpike Authority has presented a resolution (Attachment 7D) that, if
approved, will convey approval by the MPO of the NCTA Section 129 application
submitted to the US Department of Transportation. That application would allow the
two parties to enter into an agreement to permit toll collection on 1-540.

TAC Action: Receive (a) Turnpike Authority response to Capital Area MPO request
for MOU, (b) TTA request for transit specific item inclusion and (c) resolution of
approval, and take action as appropriate.

8. FY 2007-2013 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)

At the September 5-6, 2006 Board of Transportation Meeting, the FY 2007-2013 STIP
was released. Attachment 8A represents pages from the STIP containing projects
within the Capital Area MPO planning area. Attachment 8B is a document prepared
by staff comparing the 2006-2012 Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program
(MTIP) and the 2007-2013 STIP.

The project pages (Attachment 8C) of the 2007-2013 MTIP will be distributed at the
meeting. Due to the shortened timeframe for approval, and the need to complete
the air quality conformity analysis within the next few months, it is necessary for the
draft document to be released for public review and comment at this time. A
public review and comment period is proposed to be opened on September 22,
closing on November 5, 2006 with a public hearing to be conducted at the October
18, 2006 TAC meeting.

TAC Action: Receive FY 2007-2013 STIP and 2007-2013 MTIP documents for
discussion; authorize public comment period of September 22, 2006 through
November 5, 2006; and, set hearing to receive public comments for October 18, 2006
TAC meeting.

9. Reports from the TCC Chair
Chip Russell, TCC Chair

10. MPO Staff Reports
Ed Johnson, MPO Director

11. NCDOT Reports
Scott Walston / Sarah Smith - Transportation Planning Branch
Richard Greene - Division 4
Jon Nance / Wally Bowman - Division 5
Terry Gibson - Division 6

12.  Other Business and Pending Items
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INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

PENDING ITEMS

Item #01 - Comprehensive Transportation Plan (for Transit) - (Fall 2006)
Item #02 - Capital Area MPO Organization Structure - (Fall 2006)

Item #03 - Joint MPO Socioeconomic Data Collection/Forecasting Process -
(Summer 2006)

UPCOMING MEETINGS

October 5, 2006 - Capital Area MPO TCC Meeting - 301 Hillsborough Bldg.
October 18, 2006 - Capital Area MPO TAC meeting - Wake County Commons Bldg

November 29. 2006 - Tentative - Joint TAC Meeting - Location to be announced
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